
Baker Free Library
100 Years of  Serving the Community

Of  Bow, New Hampshire

1914 - 2014



The Honorable Henry M. Baker

The original benefactor of  the 
Baker Free Library who donated 
land and monies for the 
establishment of  a library in Bow 
in 1914. 



Statesman, Historian, 
Scholar and Soldier

General Baker served as the 
Adjutant  General for the New 
Hampshire National Guard shown 
here circa 1887.  He also served as 
the president of  the New 
Hampshire Historical Society from 
1903 through 1908.



Baker Free Library original building
Note the “Service Flag” in front of  the building reflecting the citizens of  

Bow who had served in World War II.  



Bow Girl Scout Troop – circa 1945
Longtime Bow residents 
Carol (Allbee) Gouin 
(sitting, last girl on right) 
and Gert  (Bowen) Page 
(standing, second girl 
from left) shown here 
with their Girl Scout 
troop.  The troop 
attended the dedication 
ceremonies for the 
World War II service 
flag and sung the Army, 
Navy and Marine Corps 
hymns.



Early View of  the Baker Free Library

This image was taken 
after the completion 
of  the ‘1967 
Addition’.  You can 
see the small 
addition at the back 
of  the original 
building.



The first ever report from 
the Baker Free Library 
Board of  Trustees to the 
residents of  Bow – 1916.



The Baker Collection

Upon his death, Henry 
Baker donated his extensive 
personal book collection to 
serve as the foundation for 
the Baker Free Library 
collection.

Here is a beautiful image 
of  part of  the original 
Baker Collection.



The Baker Collection

Here is a close-up 
view of  some of  
the historical books 
and documents 
from the Baker 
Collection.



Early View of  the Baker Free Library

As seen from across 
South Street.   
Compare the size 
of  the trees in front 
of  the building in 
this image to the 
size of  the trees 
today!



A book display in the original BFL building

Note the copy 
of  the 
Declaration 
of  
Independence 
on the  right.



The Lower Level 
(basement) of  the 
Baker Free library.

The BFL Trustees and 
the Lower Level 
Renovation Committee 
are currently in the midst 
of  a fundraising campaign 
to finish the Lower Level 
for community use.



The front of  the Baker Free 
Library mid-winter.  Note 
the “Honor Roll” monument 
in the foreground showing 
the Bow citizens who had 
served our country in the 
military during World War II.



A view of  the Baker Free Library at night.



An early portrait of  Henry M. 
Baker.  This image was 
probably taken during the 
time Henry M. Baker became 
a prominent attorney in 
Washington, DC.   He also 
graduated from Columbian 
(now George Washington) 
University in 1866.



Baker Free Library in Springtime.



This image from the 50th Anniversary of  the BFL shows a large antique 
map of  Merrimack County that was displayed at the library for many years.  
The map is now under the care of  the Bow Heritage Commission.



Merrimack County Map Close-up showing Historic Bow Center



Original invitation (and 
envelope) for the Dedication 
of  the Baker Free Library 
ceremony October 29th 1914.

This document was donated to 
the BFL by Mrs. Hilda Morgan 
Sargent.



This portrait of  Henry M. Baker was commissioned upon 
his death and is proudly displayed at the BFL even today.



Former Baker Free 
Library Trustee and 
current member of  
the Board of  
Selectmen Eric 
Anderson reads a 
brief  history of  the 
BFL at the October 
2000 dedication 
event.



Candid shot of  the front of  the Baker Free Library. Note the 
USPS Mailbox in front and the undeveloped field to the right.



Construction in progress of  the ‘new’ 2000 addition



Demolition of  the 1966 Addition



Hilda Morgan Sargent
Hilda Morgan Sargent was the 
only person to attend the original 
1914 dedication of  the Baker 
Free Library as well as the recent 
2000 dedication of  the new 
addition.

She was born in 1903 and was 
active in just about every social 
club and event in town.

Sargent was the last known 
person from Bow to have spoke 
directly with Mary Baker Eddy.



Hilda Morgan Sargent 
was the ‘Guest of  
Honor’ for the 
dedication of  the year 
2000 addition to the 
Baker Free Library.

Here Ms. Sargent is 
cutting the ribbon for the 
dedication ceremony with 
the library trustees and 
town officials in 
attendance.



General Baker was very 
active in the town of  Bow 
activities.  Here is an 
invitation he penned for the 
1906 Old Home Week 
celebration to be held at the 
“Grove on Wood Hill”.

Note the event is a “Basket 
Picnic” which must have 
been a wonderful sight at the 
turn of  the century!



The Henry M. Baker Homestead

Located on South 
Street where the 
current NH 
Automobile 
Dealers 
Association 
building now 
stands.



This image from 1962 
shows Baker Free 
librarians (L to R):
Virginia Brown, 
Barbara Howe and 
Helen Robinson at 
the “Annual Spring 
Book Display”



Baker Free Library rear view 
This interesting 
image shows the 
corn field behind 
the BFL and is an 
excellent example 
of  the agricultural 
foundation of  Bow 
in its early years.  

Bow resident Deb 
deMoulpied painted 
a beautiful rendition 
of  this image that is 
currently on display 
at the library.



Baker Free Library annual report from 1966



The World War I 
service monument 
currently in front 
of  the Baker Free 
Library showing 
men from Bow 
who served in ‘the 
Great War’.



Close-up detail 
of  the names of  
13 men from 
Bow who served 
in WWI.



Close-up detail of  
the World War II 
service monument 
listing the names of  
men and women 
who served in 
WWII.

This monument is 
current on display 
at the front of  the 
Baker Free Library.



Arthur M. Case, 1920-1930
Annie C. Foote, 1930-1951

Barbara K. Howe, 1951-1977
Helen Robinson, 1978-1987

Linda Kling, 1987-2008
Lori A. Fisher, 2008-present

Baker Free Library – Library Directors 



Annie Colby Foote
This image shows Annie Colby 
Foote who served as Town 
Librarian for over 20 years.   
She also served as the long-
time tax collector and school 
treasurer.

This picture was taken at the 
fire station of  Logging Hill 
Road, about 1910.



This image shows a 
biography of  General 
Henry M. Baker 
published in the 
‘Granite Monthly’ 
featuring an article of  
prominent Bow 
citizens of  the time – 
circa 1900.



The Baker Family Homestead

The Baker 
Homestead in Bow 
where Henry M. 
Baker was born on 
January 11, 1841.



Henry M. Baker Residence – South Street



As an acclaimed historian, 
Henry M. Baker wrote and 
presented many speeches on 
historical events.  

Here is the transcript of  a 
1903 speech General Baker 
gave to the NH Historical 
Society on New Hampshire’s 
participation in the Battle of  
Bunker Hill.  It is an 
enlightening,  fascinating 
account of  NH soldiers 
serving at this pivotal 
Revolutionary War battle.





2000 Addition Construction in Progress – Children’s Section



2000 Addition Nearing Completion – Ready for brickwork 



2000 Addition Demolition – Rear Windows of  Old Building



Demolition of  1967 Addition to make way for the 2000 Addition



2000 Addition Taking Shape



Circulation Desk and Staff  Office Taking Shape



Building the new Foundation for the 2000 
Addition



Trusses being 
installed as part 
of  the 2000 
Addition.



Baker Free Library 
was Open During 
Construction of  the 
2000 Addition.

Books and Offices were 
moved to temporary trailers 
during construction.



Credits
Many people took pictures over the years of  the Baker Free 

Library.  Here is a (partial) list of  folks who helped support the 
100th Anniversary slideshow:

Eric Anderson
Charlotte Buxton

Lori Fisher
Linda Kling

Faye Johnson
Gary Nylen
Ginny Shirk



Thanks to:

Lori Fisher – BFL Director
The BFL Staff

The BFL Board of  Trustees
The Friends of  the Baker Free Library



The very existence of  libraries 
affords the best evidence that we 
may yet have hope for the future 
of  men.   - T.S. Eliot

I have always imagined that Paradise will 
be a kind of  library.  - Jorge Luis Borges



Baker Free Library 100th 
Anniversary Slideshow 

Produced by the Bow Heritage 
Commission (2014)

Compiled by Mark Leven
Photography Support from Eric Anderson
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